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Bioinformatics Enrolment Advice for 1st Year Students  
 
 

 
IMPORTANT: The following notes are to assist students commencing a Bachelor of Engineering (BE) 
program majoring in Bioinformatics. The CSE website provides more information including course 
descriptions. 
 

BE Bioinformatics (UAC code 425024 HECS and 445024 Fee Local) 
 

Students proceeding to a BE degree normally enrol in program 3647 (plan BINFA13647). This is the 
plan that you will normally be enrolled in if you have been accepted directly into the program. 
Bioinformatics graduates receive a Bachelor of Engineering degree after four years of study. Honours is 
awarded to those who obtain a CSE weighted average mark of at least 65% over the whole program. 
 
THINGS YOU NEED TO DO FOR ENROLMENT  
 
You need to 

 
• Choose between higher and ordinary Mathematics. If you feel uncertain you should consult a 

Mathematics adviser or COLA (http://www.cse.unsw.edu.au/~nss/cola/FYstart.html) 
• Choose the appropriate level of Chemistry or consult a Chemistry Advisor.  
• Enrol in a valid set of courses within the Bioinformatics program.  
• Enrol in a biology lab (this may be done in the Biological Science building later). 
• Ensure that all courses are timetabled in the desired semesters without clashes. 
• Check your personal Information like address, phone number etc is correct. 
• Check your program code and plan number.  The standard Bioinformatics Program code is 3647 

and the plan number is BINFA13647. If you intend to take one of the combined programs, then 
the program code and plan is listed on table 1 below: 

 
Table 1: Combined Program Codes and Plan 

Program Plan Program Description 

3715 BINFA13715 BE Bioinformatics and Commerce 

3755 BINFA13755 BE Bioinformatics and Science 

3756 BINFA13756 BE Bioinformatics and Arts 

3757 BINFA13757 BE Bioinformatics and Master of Biomedical Engineering 

 
 
A BRIEF CHECKLIST  
 
• Consult the Bioinformatics Program Director  

The Program Director can help you with any program or course advice as well as the Combined 
Programs if appropriate and try to help with any other issues.  Contact details are available on the 
CSE website. 
 

• Check the program code and plan number  
for the standard Bioinformatics Program the program code is 3647 and the plan number is 
BINFA13647. 
 

• Consult a Mathematics adviser 
Students enrolling in 1st year Bioinformatics Engineering need to decide which level of mathematics 
they wish to study Ð MATH1131/1231 Mathematics 1 or MATH1141/1241 Higher Mathematics 1. 
Please note that you should consult a mathematics adviser to determine to determine the level of 
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mathematics appropriate to your knowledge if you are unsure about your choices of Maths courses 
(see table 3).  

   
• Choose level of Chemistry 

CHEM1031 and CHEM1041 are appropriate for those who have 75-100 in 2U Chemistry or 
equivalent,  (see table 4). 

 
• Choose level of Biology 

Students who prefer doing biology instead of chemistry in second semester and have completed 
HSC Biology with a mark of 75 or more may replace BIOS1101 by any of BIOS2021 or BIOS2621 in 
year 1. Students who complete BIOS2021 or BIOS2621 in year 1 will choose an elective in year 2.   

 
•  Read the yellow sheet (http://www/~studentoffice/policies/yellowform.html): 

You will be given a yellow sheet that explains the conditions you agree to when you are issued a 
computer login by the School of Computer Science & Engineering. Please read that sheet so you are 
aware of the rules and your obligations.  
 

• Enrol in a Biology Lab 
This may have to be done in the Biological Sciences Building. 

 
THE STANDARD PROGRAM  
 
For entry at the beginning of the academic year only. 
 
Each course runs for 12 weeks during semester one (S1) or semester 2 (S2). UOC denotes Units of 
Credit, a measure of the amount of work required in a course. 
 
Table 2: Stage 1 of the standard Bioinformatics Engineering program is shown in the following table.  
Course No Course Name S1 uoc S2 uoc 
COMP1917 Higher Computing 1* 6  
COMP1921 Data Structures and Algorithms  6 
MATH1131 or 
MATH1141 

Mathematics 1A or 
Higher Mathematics 1A 

6  

MATH1231 or 
MATH1241 

Mathematics 1B or 
Higher Mathematics 1B 

 6 

BABS1201 Molecules, Cells & Genes 6  
CHEM1011 or 
CHEM1031 

Fundamentals of Chemistry 1A or 
Higher Chemistry 1C  

6  

CHEM1021 or 
CHEM1041 or 
BIOS1101 

Fundamentals of Chemistry1B or 
Higher Chemistry 1D or 
Evolutionary & Functional Biology   

 6 

BINF1001 Bioinformatics 1  6 
Total 24 24 

 
* Students are strongly advised to take COMP1917 but are permitted to take COMP1911 instead. 
 
Mathematics 
 
Assumed Knowledge:  
 

• For Mathematics (MATH1131): a combined mark of at least 100 in HSC Mathematics and HSC 
Mathematics Extension 1, or a pass in UNSW General Mathematics (MATH1011); 

 



 3 

 

 

 
If there is any doubt about your suitability for any Mathematics course then you must consult the School 
of Mathematics advisers.  Information on assumed knowledge for Mathematics courses is available on 
the School of Mathematics website: 
 

http://www.maths.unsw.edu.au/students/future/choosingcourses.html 
 
Chemistry Stream 
 
Table 4: Recommended HSC mark for Chemistry courses. 
 
Chemistry Course 

 
HSC 

 
CHEM1031 Higher Chemistry 1C 
CHEM1041 Higher Chemistry 1D 

 
75-100 in 2U Chemistry or equivalent 

 
Biology Stream 
 
Students who prefer doing biology instead of chemistry in semester 2 and have completed HSC Biology 
with a mark of 75 or more may replace BIOS1101 by any of BIOS2021 or BIOS2621 in year 1. Students 
who complete BIOS2021 or BIOS2621 in year 1 will choose an elective in year 2.   
 
Table 5: Recommended HSC mark for Biology courses. 
 
Biology Course 

 
HSC 

 
BIOS2021 Genetics or 
BIOS2621 Genetics Advanced 

 
>75% or more 
 

 
We wish you all the best for your time at UNSW! 
 
DISCLAIMER: The course and program information provided on this information sheet is 
accurate at the ti me of publicati on. Please consult ti metables for information on the availability of 
courses, and note that the ti metable is subject to change. 

Table 3:  Assumed Knowledge for Mathematics
HSC MATHS
Maths Extension 1 Extension 2 Recommendation

! 180 MATH1141

! 145 176-179 MATH1141 if keen, otherwise MATH1131
! 90 115-144 150-175 MATH1131

100-114 100-149 Suggest Bridging or MATH1011 first
60-89 <100 <100 Bridging or MATH1011 first

FOUNDATION STUDIES
M3C M3P

Recommendation

A+ MATH1141

A- - A MATH1141 if keen, otherwise MATH1131
!A C Ð B+ MATH1131
"A- "C- Suggest Bridging or MATH1011 first


