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The secret of the neo-cortex, if it has one, is probably its ability to evolve additional layers 
to its hierarchies of processing, especially at the upper levels of those hierarchies. Such ex-
tra layers of processing are probably what distinguishes (sic) higher mammals, like man, 
from lower mammals, such as the hedgehog. I suspect that the neo-cortex uses special 
learning algorithms that permit each cortical area to extract new categories from experi-
ence, even though each area is embodied in a complex processing hierarchy. 
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