
Customising OpenOffice for Basic Programming

You can make  working with OO Basic a little easier if you reconfigure 
the OpenOffice application slightly in three areas

1. Add a toolbar showing common nested menu items

2. Replace the default font used in the editor

3. Replace the default colours used in the editor

1. Adding a BASIC toolbar.  Tools – Customize,  select theToolbars 
tab and press New.

Call it Macros. In the blank panel shown under Toolbar Content, press 
Add, select the BASIC category (opposite) and drag the following to the
command box: OpenOffice Basic and Run Macro.  You can add others later.

Close the selector dialogue and if necessary drag the toolbar using its 
handle (the vertical row of dots) from its present position to the right of
the Standard toolbar to the blank area below the search box:

The way that the OpenOffice Basic editor, or integrated development 
environment (IDE) presents programs to be edited isn't very appealing. 
You can't do much about the functionality (such as only being able to run
the first procedure in a module rather than the one where the cursor is,
as you can with VBA), but you can make the text a little easier to read.
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2. Changing the font.  The default font is the universal (though poor) 
Courier New. You do need to use a monospace font (one with fixed 
width for every character), but it shouldn't look like an ancient, thin, 
typewriter serif font. A good choice is Consolas, available on Windows 
and on Macs that have Microsoft software installed. An alternative is 
DejaVu Sans Mono, though it tends to look slightly stretched vertically 
and its descenders (the parts below the baseline) are a bit squashed:

Consolas goldenRatio  12pt

DejaVu Sans Mono goldenratio  11pt

To make the change, select Tools – Options (Windows) or File – 
Preferences (Mac) and Fonts under OpenOffice:

On a Mac you may have to uncheck the Non-proportional fonts only box to
see all available fonts.

3. Changing colours.  You can keep the default colours, or change 
them to anything you like, but the following selection gives a better 
balance between textual elements. Under Appearance scroll down to 
Basic Syntax Highlighting. You'll see this palette, which overemphasises 
numbers and strings and underemphasises comments:

Select each change individually from the standard palette and name the 
scheme when you save it. The colours listed overleaf are good choices 
(the purple one is Magenta 5).
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